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Born in Karachi, Pakistan, Nur Ali spent his early childhood in Hamburg, Germany, where he

grew up watching Formula 1. In 1983, Ali and his family moved to Texas, where he was introduced

to the Indy Racing League and NASCAR. Before long, he developed not only a keen interest in, but

also a lifelong passion for motorsports.

Though he wanted to immediately jump into the driver's seat upon graduating high school,

Ali understood the importance of receiving a formal education. After earning his Bachelors of Arts

in International Relations from American University in 1998, he set his sights on a career in

motorsports.

That same year, Ali obtained his racing certification from the esteemed Skip Barber Racing

School. He launched his racing career competing in the Skip Barber Formula Dodge Southern

Series, officially becoming the first Pakistani driver to compete professionally. 

Ali, along with his brother Amar, founded Ali Motorsports in the fall of 1998. With no

connections in the motorsports industry, he had to pave his own way into a sport in which minorities

are few and far between. 

In 2000, Ali graduated to the Star Mazda Southwest Championship. Over the next eight

seasons, he enjoyed much success. He captured two championships and eight wins in the Star

Mazda Series and also tested cars in the British F3 Series and Indy Lights Series.

In 2005, Ali was not only the first driver named to compete for Team Pakistan in the A1GP

World Cup of Motorsport, he was also the first driver to be selected to compete in the newly

launched series. Pakistani President at the time, General Pervez Musharraf, called Ali a ‘Pioneer of

motor racing for Pakistan’. 

Ali co-founded Motorsports Association of Pakistan, a non-profit organization responsible for

the governance of automotive sport in Pakistan in 2006. Later that year, he established the Nur Ali

Motorsports Academy, the first professional racing school in Pakistan.

During the 2006-2007 A1GP World Cup of Motorsports season, Ali competed in 22 races for

Team Pakistan and scored a career best 10  place finish in Durban, South Africa.th
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Noticing the loyal NASCAR fan base, Ali turned his attention from open wheel to stock car

racing. In 2008, he competed in the ARCA Racing Series race at Daytona International Speedway. In

doing so, he became the first Asian-American driver to compete in the series which is known as a

training ground for tomorrow’s NASCAR stars. Noting this momentous occasion, Governor Rick

Perry of Texas presented Ali with an official commendation and the Mayor of Southlake, Texas,

where Ali resides, proclaimed January 25, 2008 as Nur Ali Day. 

In 2009, Ali competed in select ARCA Racing Series events including the season opening

event at Daytona, Rockingham Speedway in May and Chicagoland Speedway in August.

Ali continues to compete in the ARCA Racing Series today and has his sights set on

becoming the first Asian-American stock car driver to compete full-time in the NASCAR Sprint Cup

Series. 
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